
Join us  

at  

Pickwick Restaurant 

508 E. Superior Street 

In Duluth, MN 
 

Social starts at 5:30 pm! 
 

 Dinner starts at 6:30 
 

Please join us for our next Member Night Out. 

We will be at the Pickwick Restaurant in 

Duluth. The Pickwick is a proud member of 

the Arrowhead Builders Association. Jim 

Gander, the Immediate Past President of the 

Builders Association of Minnesota, will be speaking on ―How To Get the Most Out of 

Your HBA and Grow Your Business‖. You have 4 choices of meals to pick from: 

Grilled Vegetable Kabob, Boneless Chicken Breast, Lake Superior Whitefish, or 8 oz. 

Center Cut Sirloin. This meal costs $22.50 per person. You must RSVP your meal 

choice. We look forward to seeing all of you at our next Member Night Out! 

You must RSVP by September 11th. 

 

September 2008 

    The Scaffold 
The Scaffold is the official monthly publication of the Arrowhead Builders Association, 802 Garfield Ave., Duluth, MN 55802  

Look inside foré 
 

Builders Association of  Minn.  
Federal Housing Tax Credit information  

 

Sign up sheet  
For the Member Night Out at Pickwick  

 

MPCA & USEPA rules about 
Polluted Water Elimination  

 
Green Building Professional 

Course and Vista Cruise pictures  

ABA Member Night Out 
September 18th 

The Pickwick Restaurant 



 The Arrowhead Builders Associations newsletter is the official publication of Arrowhead Builders 

Association.  This newsletter is published and distributed monthly to its members and others 

associated with the building industry.  Neither the advertisers, nor ABA will be responsible or liable 

for misinformation, misprints, typographical error, etc., herein contained.   
 

Contact Paul for advertising or article placements in the Scaffold.  
This newsletter is created for the ABA members by Paul Manning.   

SCAFFOLD ADVERTISING RATES 
Business card size 2.5ò x 3.5ò $150.00 
Banner ad size 1.25ò x 7.5ò        $150.00 
¼ page ï 3.75ò x 5ò or 5ò x 3.75ò  $250.00 
½ page ï 7.5ò x 5ò or 5ò x 7.5ò $300.00 
Full Page ï 7.5ò x 10ò            $450.00 
 THESE ARE SIX MONTH RATES 
 

Deadline: 20th of each Month.   
 
Payment of ads are billed and due upon 
receipt.  Pre-payment is acceptable and 
appreciated.  Credit Card Payments are 
available.   
  
Advertisers ï are active members of the 
ABA, BAM or NAHB.   
Advertisements are to be appropriate con-
tent for this publication.   
 
Distribution: 400 copies each month, 
emailed to ABA Members, Local HBAôs in 
MN, Chamber of Commerce, City Mayors in 
our area, other building trade associations. 

Arrowhead Builders Association 

2008 Board of Directors 
 

President:  

Keith Kylmala 

Kylmala Truss  
    

Immediate Past President: 

Terry Hammack 

Anderson & Hammack Construction  
 

President Elect: 

Marty Knezovich 

Knezovich Home Design  
 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Jim Rich 

     Cities of Hermantown & Two Harbors 
 

Directors: 

Eric Aamodt  

Arrowhead Supply 

Bob Bell* 

Bell’s Remodeling 

Jim Carlson* 

Retired  

Eric DeGonia 

Come Alive Audio 

Tony Gagnon 

Homestead Construction 

Frank Gerard 

Campbell’s Do It Best 

Ray Moe 

Raymond Moe Construction 

Curt Slowinski 

Slowinski Construction 

Bob Wallner* 

Retired  

Jim Wallner  

RWC Construction 

Jill Winkler 

North Shore Mortgage 

* Life members   

ABA MEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR  
  

SEPTEMBER 2008 
1  – ABA Office Closed for Labor Day 

8 – Marketing Meeting Noon ABA 

9 – Board Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

18 – Member Night Out 5:30PM Social 

   Pickwick Restaurant 

19 – Member Meeting 8:30AM Depot 

 

 

OCTOBER 2008 
14  – Exec. Committee Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

15  ï Member Night Out 5:30PM Social 

   Lakeview Castle DATE CHANGE 
  

 

NOVEMBER 2008 
11  – Board Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

20  – Member Night Out 5:30PM Social 

   Black Woods Banquet Center 

27-28—ABA Office Closed for Thanksgiving 



A brief message from our Presidenté 
 

It is hard to believe that it is now September.  Our summer is behind 

us and fall is starting to unfold.  With this change of seasons it is 

now time for all of us to become involved in your Arrowhead Build-

ers Association.  Please do make a point of doing this, as there are 

many opportunities to become involved.  Perhaps you can attend 

one of our monthly Member Night Out events, or maybe call the office and sign 

up to serve on a committee or task force, or attend the state convention early next 

year, or go to the International Builders Show in January.  The opportunities are 

endless.  To get the most out of your membership you will need to get in-

volved.  Please do. 
 

The purpose of our association is to support the residential builders and remodel-

ers in our area.  We do that by coming together as builders and remodelers AND 

associate members.  Why would a non builder and remodeler want to be part of 

the association?  Is it to gain business contacts?  Is it to support an industry that 

their business depends on?  Is it to socialize with other business profession-

als?  The fact is that there are many reasons.  September is Associate Apprecia-

tion month.  Please do say ―Thank You‖ to the associate members.  While you’re 

at it make sure that all of your vendors and suppliers are members of the Arrow-

head Builders Association.  Doing business with a member is good for business 

and it will help to keep your association strong.    
   

Keith Kylmala 

Kylmala Truss 

http://www.overheaddoor.com/


Thank you for your continued support. 
AA Roll-off Services, Inc. 2007 
Arrow Lift 2007 
City of Two Harbors /Hermantown 1997 
Curtis Oil & Propane Co. 1998 
Del Zotto Products of MN Inc. 1975 
J & R Sundberg Construction 2005 
Lenard Electric, Inc. 1999 
 
July Memberships up for Renewal: 
Abramson Heating 1997 
Kalkbrenner Plumbing & Heating 2002 
Northern Trends Building & Design 1997 
Porkyôs Building Supply 1997 
Sweeny Materials 1997 
Verndale Homes of the North 2002 
 
August Memberships up for Renewal: 
Home Depot 2001 
Home Lighting Gallery 2006 
 
Sept Memberships up for Renewal: 
Come Alive Audio 2005 
Comfort Systems 2000 
HRA 2002 
Edwin E. Thoreson, Inc. 2006 
Great Lakes Alarm & Security 2006 
Lipe Brothers Construction 1992 
Minde Log Home Construction 1996 
Rasmussen Well Drilling, Inc. 2000 
RJF Agencies, Inc. 2004 
Rouleau-Bakke Construction 2004 
RWC Construction, Inc. 1970 
Superior Construction 1994 
US Bank 2004
  
 
October Memberships up for Renewal: 
Arrowhead Flooring Installations 2007 
Arrowhead Water 2006 
ASDCO/Division of Jamar Co. 1978 
Billman Construction 1987 
Budget Blinds - Twin Ports 2007 
Carlson Floor Center, Inc. 2006 
Cartier Agency, Inc. 2003 
Citon Corporation 2007 
Concrete Sawing Services 2007 
Conservation Technologies, Inc. 1995 
Creative Construction 1995 
Daugherty Hardware 2007 
Demo-licious 2006 
Don Mitchell Construction 2007 

E&H Custom Builders, Inc. 2007 
Elias Masonry, Inc. 2004 
Engwallôs Florist & Greenhouse 2006 
Equipment Rental 2003 
F.I. Salter Co., Inc. 2006 
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Fredé  2006 
Goodin Company 1993 
Green Mill ï Duluth 2006 
Hermantown Lumber Co. 2006 
Jim Perrault Construction 2006 
Johnston Masonry 2006 
Kalenowski Construction 2007 
Ken Hiukka Custom Builder 2006 
KTM Paving, Inc. 2006 
Lakes Gas Co. 2004 
Lakeside Advanced Builders, LLC 2005 
Lakeside Builders, Inc. 2006 
Lakeview Title, Inc. 2006 
Lakewood Electric 2007 
LaPorteôs General Contracting 2001 
Let the Whole World Know 2006 
Mellin Promotional Advertising 2006 
Merrill Lynch 2006 
Midwest Builders 2006 
Minnesota Power 1981 
Nations Trust Insurance 2007 
Northern States Basement Systems 2001 
Pete Cagle Construction 2007 
Plaunt Plumbing & Heating 1991 
Port Cities Realty 2007 
Quality Drywall & Plastering, Inc. 2007 
Raven & Associates 2007 
Ridge Runner Construction 2007 
Service Electric 2007 
Shelton Excavating 2006 
Sherwin-Williams Co. 2007 
SIMCO 2006 
Slowinski Construction 1997 
Solid Rock Masonry 2006 
Summit Mechanical, LLC 2006 
Superior Squeegee 2007 
Superior Stove Works, Inc. 2003 
The Tile and Stone Company 1992 
Tower Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 2006 
Tradesman Building Center 2006 
United Rental 2006 
United Truck Body 2006 
Walker Construction 2007 
 
Dropped Memberships from June: 
 Builders Commonwealth 1996 
Country Trucking & Excavating 2005  



 

Arrowhead Builders Associationôs Mission: 
 

The Arrowhead Builders Association’s purpose is to support, promote, 

educate, and enhance the building industry. 
 

Arrowhead Builders Associationôs Vision: 
 

To be the region’s primary resource for the building industry and its 

customers; setting the standard for integrity, value and trust. 



Member-to-Member News! 
 Pictures from the Great Lakes Vista Dinner Cruise!  



Member-to-Member News! 
 Pictures from the Certified Green Professional classes.  

Mike Weiss instructs the class. 



Building Inspection ï Itemized Building Permits for the City of Duluth    

  August 2008   August 2007  

 August  Year-to-Date August  Year-to-Date 

  number valuation number valuation number valuation number valuation 

New Residential                 

One family dwellings 5 922,697 28 6,480,283 6 612,234 43 5,237,232 

Townhouse                 

two family dwellings     2 605,672 12 685,657 12 685,657 

three/four family dwellings         3 440,481 3 440,481 

five/more family dwellings     5 4,892,738 1 1,142,932 1 1,142,932 

Total New Residential: 5 922,697 35 11,978,693 22 2,881,304 59 7,506,302 

Hotels/motels etc.                  

Other non-housekeeping             1 600,000 

Total New Non-Hskpg:             1 600,000 

New Non-Residential                 

amusement/recreation     1 877,842         

churches/religious 1 2,100,000 1 2,100,000         

industrial buildings     2 4,950,000     2 1,060,000 

parking garages     1 59,265         

service station/repair garage     1 640,000         

hospital/institutional     1 2,700,000     2 6,200,000 

office, bank, professional 1 700,000 3 1,396,544 2 2,000,000 4 3,345,000 

public works/utility             1 110,000 

schools/educational                 

stores/mercantile     2 2,279,900     1 614,000 

other buildings 2 4,440 12 338,122 1 2,016 9 1,261,054 

garage/carport 20 1,627,232 84 2,503,701 33 460,138 115 1,756,417 

structures not buildings 8 19,023 10 84,359     1 7,500 

Total New Non-Residential: 32 4,450,695 118 17,929,733 36 2,462,154 135 14,353,97
1 

Addition/alteration/repair:                 

alterations, residential 69 315,418 523 3,194,862 68 290,814 588 2,910,231 

additions, residential 4 133,787 47 2,833,607 10 539,781 56 2,601,554 

alterations, non-res 14 1,065,890 116 13,926,029 13 1,962,210 95 17,336,68
1 

additions, non-res 3 876,337 14 22,740,432 1 466,868 6 4,349,868 

roofing/siding 127 687,915 873 5,855,176 336 1,717,030 983 6,383,113 

foundation permits 6 192,038 35 1,099,862 10 1,701,107 19 1,958,431 

Total Addition/Alteration: 223 3,271,885 1,608 49,649,965 438 6,677,810 1,747 35,539,86
0 

Total Building Permits 265 8,676,541 1,873 79,991,087 517 12,021,268 2,001 58,000,13
3 

Total Plumbing Permits 193 523,953 1,140 3,796,981 212 449,157 1,035 3,615,617 

Total Electrical Permits 185 1,417,143 1,265 8,534,844 238 820,150 1,368 9,025,200 

Total Mechanical Permits 100 938,769 504 5,968,764 65 791,532 374 4,708,946 

Total Sign Permits 4 10,830 84 322,430 9 15,750 101 441,576 

Total Moving Permits 2   9   3   7   

Total Use Permits 2   19   9   26   

Total Mobile Home Permits 6   24   1   9   

Total Sprinkler Permits                 

Total Window Box Permits                 

Total Wrecking Permits 21   80           

    (units)   (units)         







MPCA Stormwater Permit changes, con’t 

 

Training must be focused on the individual’s 

job duties as they relate to the permit require-

ments. Training must be documented and pro-

vided by local, state, federal agencies, profes-

sional organizations or other entities with ex-

pertise in erosion prevention, sediment control 

or permanent stormwater management. (Part 

III.A.2)  

 

Project estimates  
 

SWPPPs must include an estimated prelimi-

nary quantities tabulation anticipated at the 

start of the project for the life of the project for 

all erosion prevention and sediment control 

BMPs in the SWPPP. (Part III.A.4.b)  

 

Calcareous fens  
 

If runoff from the site discharges to a calcare-

ous fen listed in Minn. R. 7050.0180, subp. 

6.b., a letter of approval from the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources must be ob-

tained prior to application for this permit. (Part 

I.B.6 and Part III.A.8)  

 

Erosion-prevention practices  
 

Streamlined, expanded and easier to under-

stand requirements for erosion prevention 

practices. There is a new requirement that all 

exposed soils (not just 200 feet back from a 

surface water as required in the current permit) 

must be stabilized no later than 14 days after 

the construction activity in that portion of the 

site has temporarily or permanently ceased. 

(Part IV.B.2)  

 

Ditch requirements  
 

Ditch stabilization requirements are changed. 

(Part IV.B.3)  

 

Concrete washouts  
 

There are new requirements regarding concrete 

washouts onsite. All liquid and solid wastes 

generated by concrete washout operations must 

be contained in a leak-proof containment facil-

ity or impermeable liner. A compacted clay 

liner that does not allow washout liquids to 

enter ground water is considered an imperme-

able liner. (Part IV.F.4)  

 

Appendix A  
 

There are changes to Appendix A for BMPs 

both during construction and post-construction. 

All exposed soils must be stabilized no later 

than 7 days after the construction activity in 

that portion of the site has temporarily or per-

manently ceased. The water quality volume to 

treat is still one inch of runoff from each acre 

of new impervious surface, but the new permit 

requires that ½ inch of runoff be infiltrated on 

site when possible.  

 

Contact the MPCA  
 

If you have questions about the administrative 

details of the permit process go to: 

www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormater or call 

the MPCA front desk and ask for Construction 

Stormwater: 651-296-6300 or 800-657-3864.  

 

For technical questions, ask the front desk for 

the Stormwater Policy and Technical Assis-

tance Unit.  

 

  

Major Changes to the Construction Stormwater 
Permit (2008) Å wq-strm2-42 Å August 2008  



Concrete Washout Information from the U.S. EPA 
 

Description 
Concrete washouts are used to contain concrete and liquids when the chutes of concrete mixers and hoppers of 
concrete pumps are rinsed out after delivery. The washout facilities consolidate solids for easier disposal and 
prevent runoff of liquids. The wash water is alkaline and contains high levels of chromium, which can leach into 
the ground and contaminate groundwater. It can also migrate to a storm drain, which can increase the pH of 
area waters and harm aquatic life. Solids that are improperly disposed of can clog storm drain pipes and cause 
flooding. Installing concrete washout facilities not only prevents pollution but also is a matter of good housekeep-
ing at your construction site. 
This fact sheet describes the different types of concrete washout facilities that can be used at your site and out-
lines how they should be sited, designed, and maintained. 
 

Types of Concrete Washout Facilities  
Prefabricated washout containers 
A growing number of companies offer sturdy, prefabricated concrete washout 
containers that are delivered to the site. Some services provide the containers 
alone without providing maintenance and disposal of materials, while other 
companies offer complete service that includes delivery of containers and 
regular pickups of solid and liquid waste materials. The prefabricated contain-
ers resist damage and protect well against spills and leaks, and the full-
service option relieves the site superintendent of the burden of disposing of 
materials. To prevent leaks on the jobsite, ensure that prefabricated washout 
containers are watertight. Additionally, some companies offer prefabricated 
washout containers with ramps to accommodate concrete pump trucks. 
When selecting a company to handle concrete waste, ensure that they are properly disposing of all materials, 
and give preference to companies that recycle collected materials.  
Self-installed concrete washouts  
You can also build your own concrete washout facility, although self-installed 
structures are much less reliable than prefabricated containers and are prone 
to leaks. There are many design options for the washout, but they are prefera-
bly built below-grade to prevent breaches and reduce the likelihood of runoff. 
Above-grade structures can also be used if they are sized and constructed 
correctly and are diligently maintained. One of the most common problems 
with self-installed concrete washout facilities is that they can leak or be 
breached as a result of constant use, so you should take care to use quality 
materials and inspect the facilities on a daily basis.  
You should size your washouts to handle solids, wash water, and rainfall to 
prevent overflow. Concrete Washout Systems, Inc., (2006) estimates that 7 
gallons of wash water are used to wash one truck chute and 50 gallons are 
used to wash out the hopper of a concrete pump truck.  
For larger sites, a below-grade washout should be at least 10 feet wide and 
sized to contain all liquid and solid waste you expect to generate in between cleanout periods (CASQA, 2003). 
Washouts at smaller sites, such as a single-family residential lot, should be sized to accommodate the expected 
load and can be smaller than 10 feet wide. Include a minimum 12-inch freeboard in the sizing calculations. Line 
the pit with plastic sheeting of at least 10-mil thickness that has no holes or tears to prevent leaching of liquids 
into the ground (CASQA, 2003). Concrete wash water should never be placed in a pit that is connected to the 
storm drain system or that drains to nearby waterways. 
At larger sites, build an above-grade washout at least 10 feet wide by 10 feet long and size it to contain all liquid 
and solid waste you expect to generate in between cleanout periods. Washouts at smaller sites can be smaller 
according to the expected capacity needed. Include a 4-inch freeboard in the sizing calculations (CASQA, 2003). 
You can make the structures from staked straw bales or sandbags double- or triple-lined with plastic sheeting of 
at least 10-mil thickness that has no holes or tears. 
 

Siting  
According to CASQA (2003), you should not place concrete washout facilities within 50 feet of storm drains, 
open ditches, or waterbodies. You should place them in a location that allows convenient access for concrete 

(Continued on page 13) 

An example of a prefabricated 
concrete washout container  

An example of a self-installed  
concrete washout structure  



trucks, preferably near the area where the concrete is being poured. Appropriate gravel or rock should cover 
paths to concrete washout facilities if the facilities are located on undeveloped property. These areas should be 
far enough away from other construction traffic to reduce the likelihood of accidental damage and spills. The 
number of facilities you install should depend on the expected demand for storage capacity. On large sites with 
extensive concrete work, washouts should be placed in multiple locations for ease of use by concrete truck driv-
ers. 
 

Operation  
Inspection 
Check all concrete washout facilities daily to determine if they have been filled to 75 percent capacity, which is 
when materials need to be removed. Both above- and below- ground self-installed washouts should be in-
spected daily to ensure that plastic linings are intact and sidewalls have not been damaged by construction ac-
tivities. Prefabricated washout containers should be inspected daily as well to ensure the container is not leaking 
or nearing 75 percent capacity. Inspectors should also note whether the facilities are being used regularly; if driv-
ers have washed out their chutes or hoppers in other locations, you may need to provide more education, install 
additional signage, or place additional washouts in more convenient locations.  
Material Removal  
Concrete washouts are designed to to promote evaporation where feasible. However, if stored liquids have not 
evaporated and the washout is nearing capacity, vacuum and dispose of them in an approved manner - check 
with the local sanitary sewer authority to determine if there are special disposal requirements for concrete wash 
water. Remove liquids or cover the structures before predicted rainstorms to prevent overflows. Companies that 
offer prefabricated and watertight washout containers generally offer a vacuum service to remove the liquid ma-
terial. 
You can remove hardened solids whole or you can break them up first depending on the type of equipment 
available at your site. You can then reuse the solids onsite or haul them away for recycling - crushed concrete 
makes excellent aggregate for roadbeds and other building applications. Check with your local recycling agency 
to identify opportunities for concrete recycling. 
When you remove materials from the concrete washout, build a new structure or, if the previous structure is still 
intact, inspect the structure for signs of weakening or damage and make any necessary repairs. Line the struc-
ture with new plastic that is free of holes or tears and replace signage if necessary. It is very important that new 
plastic is used after every cleaning because pumps and concrete removal equipment can damage the existing 
liner. 
 

Education for Concrete Subcontractors  
An important factor that dictates the success of concrete washout facilities is whether or not concrete truck driv-
ers use concrete washouts. You need to make them aware of the presence of these facilities. Your site superin-
tendent can educate concrete subcontractors, post signage indicating the location and designated use of these 
areas, and provide careful oversight to inspect for evidence of improper dumping of concrete waste and wash 
water. Include requirements in contracts with concrete delivery companies that drivers must use designated con-
crete washout facilities. 
 

Resources  
CASQA Concrete Waste Management Fact Sheet in the California BMP Handbook: Construction: 
 [http://www.cabmphandbooks.com/Construction.asp [PDF - 127 KB - 7 pp] ].  
 

References  
California Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA). 2003. Stormwater Best Management Practice Handbook: 
Construction. [http://www.cabmphandbooks.com/Construction.asp ]. Accessed May 8, 2006.  
Concrete Washout Systems, Inc. 2006. Industry Problems: Facts and Figures. 
 [http://www.concretewashout.com/ pages/industry_problems/concrete_washout_facts_figures/ ].  
Accessed May 10, 2006. 
 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://www.cabmphandbooks.com/Construction.asp%20
http://www.cabmphandbooks.com/Construction.asp
http://www.concretewashout.com/pages/industry_problems/concrete_washout_facts_figures/


Member Night Out  

September 18, 2008  
 

 
 

Please join us for dinner at the Pickwick Restaurant 

On Thursday, September 18th, 2008 
 

Dinner Choices are: 

Grilled Vegetable Kabob, Boneless Chicken Breast 

Lake Superior Whitefish, 8 oz. Center Cut Sirloin 
 

5:30 - 6:30pm Social 

6:30pm Dinner 
 

…………………………………………………… detach here………………………………………………...……………… 
  
  

Your name: _________________________________ Company: ______________________________________________ 

  
Guest name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

          
Dinner choice(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If not paying with check Credit Card type: ___________ #___________________________________________ 

  
Exp: ______ /______   *CVV2: ________    *3 digit security code on back of card near signature 

 
Address associated with CC: ________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature X___________________________________________ Date: ________________ 

 
Total Attending: _______  @ $22.50/ea.  _________ 

 

You must give us your dinner choices by September 11th, 2008 
Make checks payable to Arrowhead Builders Association.  Registration and payment can be sent to: 

802 Garfield Ave., Suite 104, Duluth, MN 55802.  Phone: 722-5707 Fax: 722-1448 


