
Join us at  

The Pickwick  
508 East Superior Street 

In Duluth, MN  
 

Social time starts at 5:30 pm! 

 Dinner starts at 6:30 pm. 
 

Please join us for our next Member Night Out. 

We will be at The Pickwick Restaurant, 508 

East Superior Street, in Duluth. Monte Mraz, 

our 2009 Builders Association of Minnesota 

President, will be speaking . We will have a 

choice for dinner at the Pickwick Restaurant. 

The choices are 10 oz. Mojo Pork Tenderloin, 

8 oz. Boneless Chicken Breast, or 8 oz. Center 

Cut Sirloin. You must let the ABA office know how many are coming, and your dinner 

choices by March 12th.   
 

The cost will be $22.50 per person. 
 

Please call, e-mail, or fax your RSVP to the ABA office today! 218-722-5707, fax 218-722-1448, 

or e-mail: aba@abamn.org. Just let us know who and how many are coming. 

March 2009 

    The Scaffold 
The Scaffold is the official monthly publication of the Arrowhead Builders Association, 802 Garfield Ave., Duluth, MN 55802  

Look inside foré 
 

Homes on Parade  
Last days to register your Parade home  

 

Member Benefits  
Benefits you receive as ABA members  

 
BAM State Convention  

Bob Bell òRemodeler of the Yearó 
 

$2000 Tax Credit for Builders  
 Rewarding You for Energy Efficiency  

ABA Member Night Out 
March 19th  

The Pickwick Restaurant 



 The Arrowhead Builders Associations newsletter is the official publication of Arrowhead Builders 

Association.  This newsletter is published and distributed monthly to its members and others 

associated with the building industry.  Neither the advertisers, nor ABA will be responsible or liable 

for misinformation, misprints, typographical error, etc., herein contained.   
 

Contact Paul for advertising or article placements in the Scaffold.  
This newsletter is created for the ABA members by Paul Manning.   

SCAFFOLD ADVERTISING RATES 
Business card size 2.5ò x 3.5ò $150.00 
Banner ad size 1.25ò x 7.5ò        $150.00 
¼ page ï 3.75ò x 5ò or 5ò x 3.75ò  $250.00 
½ page ï 7.5ò x 5ò or 5ò x 7.5ò $300.00 
Full Page ï 7.5ò x 10ò            $450.00 
 THESE ARE SIX MONTH RATES 
 

Deadline: 20th of each Month.   
 

Payment of ads are billed and due upon 
receipt.  Pre-payment is acceptable and 
appreciated.  Credit Card Payments are 
available.   
  

Advertisers ï are active members of  
ABA, BAM or NAHB.   

Advertisements are to be appropriate con-
tent for this publication.   
 

Distribution: 400 copies each month, 
emailed to ABA Members, Local HBAôs in 
MN, Chamber of Commerce, City Mayors 
in our area, other building trade associa-
tions. 

Arrowhead Builders Association 

2009 Board of Directors 
 

President:  

Keith Kylmala 

Kylmala Truss  
    

Immediate Past President: 

Terry Hammack 

Anderson & Hammack Construction  
 

President Elect: 

Marty Knezovich 

Knezovich Home Design  
 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Jim Rich 

     Cities of Hermantown & Two Harbors 

 

Directors: 

Bob Bell*  

Bellôs Remodeling 

Jim Carlson*  

Retired  

Eric DeGonia 

Come Alive Audio 

Tony Gagnon 

Homestead Construction 

Frank Gerard 

Campbellôs Do It Best 

Ray Moe 

Raymond Moe Construction 

Curt Slowinski 

Slowinski Construction 

Bob Wallner*  

Retired  

Jim Wallner  

RWC Construction 

Jill Winkler 

North Shore Mortgage 

*  Life members   

ABA MEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR  
  

MARCH 2009 
1 ï BAM Annual State Convention 

3 ï Golf Committee Meeting 5:15pm Green Mill 

3 ï Govôt Affairs Comm. Mtg 5:30pm ABA 

9-11 ï Energy Design Conference DECC  

16  ï Annual Dinner Committee Mtg Noon ABA 

17  ï Board of Directors Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

19  ï Annual BAM Builder Day at State Capitol 

19  ï Member Night Out at The Pickwick  

 23 ï Golf Committee Meeting 5:15pm ABA 
 

APRIL 2009 
1- 5 ï 43rd Annual Home & Builder Show DECC 

7 ï Govôt Affairs Comm. Mtg 5:30pm ABA 

9  ï Member Meeting at On-Site 7:30am  

13  ï ABA Office Closed for Easter Monday 

14  ï Exec. Committee Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

16  ï Meeting of the Mayors, Greysolon Plaza 
 

MAY 2009 
4 ï Marketing Comm. Mtg 5:30pm ABA 

5 ï Govôt Affairs Comm. Mtg 5:30pm ABA 

9-17 ï  Homes on Parade 

12  ï Board of Directors Meeting 7:00AM ABA 

21  ï Member Night Out at Lakeview Castle  



Arrowhead Builders Associationôs Mission: 
The Arrowhead Builders Associationôs purpose is to support, promote,  

educate, and enhance the building industry. 
 

Arrowhead Builders Associationôs Vision: 
To be the regionôs primary resource for the building industry and its  

customers; setting the standard for integrity, value and trust. 

Presidentôs Column 
 

I just returned from a fun weekend at the Builders Association of Minnesota 

(BAM) 2nd Annual State Convention. I have attended for two years now and 

have made many lasting friendships at the convention.  I congratulate the 

BAM staff and the BAM Convention Committee for putting together such a 

fine event.  It was a great networking event with educational opportunities 

and I encourage each of you to attend next year in January.  
 

In conjunction with the convention, the BAM Annual Awards were handed out and our 

very own Bob Bell was recipient of the Remodeler of the Year award.  This is another of 

the many awards that Bob has earned at both the State and National level.  We our very 

fortunate to have Bob in our association and I congratulate him on this award. 
 

Did you know that there is a political action committee (PAC) supported by builders, re-

modelers, and associate members right here in Minnesota?  It is called BAM-PAC.  Now I 

know that a PAC can bring about some strong feelings amongst people, but they are a part 

of the political process and we need to protect our interests.  Over the course of the rest of 

the year you will hear more about BAM-PAC and be asked to contribute.  Please do con-

tribute knowing that the money will be used wisely in the 2010 election cycle where all 

state representatives, senators and the governor are up for election. 
 

It is a busy time at your local association.  The annual golf outing committee is gearing up 

to hold another successful event.  The government affairs committee is keeping an eye on 

local, state and national issues.  The membership committee is working hard to recruit and 

retain members.  Are you involved?  If not, please contact the office and get in-

volved.  You will see a return on your investment. 
 

Donôt forget Builder Day at the Capital and the Member Night Out on March 19, 2009.  I 

hope to see you all at either of these events.  If I donôt see you then Iôll see you at the Ar-

rowhead Home and Builders Show in early April. 
 

Have a great March! 
 

Keith Kylmala   

Kylmala Truss      



The Scaffold Special 
Monthly Ad space at HALF OFF: 

 

Business card size  2.5ò x 3.5ò  $15.00 

Banner ad size   1.25ò x 7.5ò       $15.00 

¼ page     3.75ò x 5ò   $25.00 

½ page     7.5ò x 5ò   $30.00 

Full Page    7.5ò x 10ò        $45.00 

REMEMBER: Cell Phone Numbers Go Public this month. 
REMINDER....  all cell phone numbers are being released to  

telemarketing companies and you will start to receive sales calls. 
 

YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR THESE CALLS 
 

To prevent this, call the this number from your cell phone:    888-382-1222. 
 

It is the National DO NOT CALL list. It will only take a minute of your time.  
It blocks your number for five (5) years.  

You must call from the cell phone number you want to have blocked.  

You cannot call from a different phone number.  

ABA BREAKFAST WORKSHOP  

ON STRUCTURAL DRYING  
 

ON-SITE Professional Cleaning is hosting a special 

ñUltra-Fast Structural Dryingò FREE workshop for 

ABA members on Thursday, April 9 from 7:30 ï 9:00 

am.  
  

Kevin Buck, the owner says - ñAdvances in our under-

standing of how wet materials get dry has fostered the 

development of a new generation of drying technol-

ogy. We are going to simulate an overhead sprinkler 

flood disaster and we will demonstrate how wet materi-

als can be dried in 24-36 hours instead of 5-7 days, dra-

matically reducing costly rebuilding expensesò. Using a 

new Thermal Energy System, wet materials such as 

wood, carpets, sub-floors, concrete, and even DIRT can 

be dried quickly. Crawl spaces, attics, and confined 

spaces can now be easily dried and FAST! We hope you 

are able to attend this lively and interesting workshop.  
  

RSVP to ON-SITE Professional Cleaning at 727-2575.  

http://www.overheaddoor.com/




Arrowhead Builders Association - Membership Fitness Update 

Do Business with a Member 

REMEMBER YOUR MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS! 

Thank you for your continued support! 
A-1 Seamless Gutters 2003 
Bullyan Homes 1996 
City of Duluth Building Safety 1974 
Energy Plus, Inc. 1991 
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick 2006 
John Lucia Construction 2001 
Lafarge North America 2001 
Legacy Custom Homes 2001 
R-Tech Insulation 2006 
Raymond Moe Construction, Inc. 1995 
Tim Anderson Construction 2006 
Twin Ports Waterproofing 2007 
Walsh Building Products Company 1976 
 
 
Dropped Memberships from December: 
Billman Home Center 1987 
Krause Sheet Metal & Heating 2001 
 
   
January Memberships up for Renewal: 
All American Builders, Inc. 1991 
DWR Contracting 1988 
Floor to Ceiling Store 2004 
Premier Builders & Development, Inc. 2006 
 
February Memberships up for Renewal: 
Anderson Windows, Inc. 1987 
Big Bay Construction, LLC 1996 
Bruckelmyer Brothers 1996 
Express Employment Professionals 2007 
Juten General Contracting 1996 
Kuepers, Inc. 2007 
Meteek Company 1978 
Nichols Residential Development 2007 
Nordby Builders, Inc. 2008 
Northland Structures 2007 
On-Site Professional Cleaning 2007 
Providence Home Building & Design 2008 
Soderholm Construction 2005 
Spirit Valley Land Company 2007 
Summit Spray Foam/DBA Duluth Roofing Co. 2006 
Zierden Builders 2003 

March Memberships up for Renewal: 
Abbott Construction 2003 
AGSTAR Home Mortgage Services 2004 
Beachcomber Twin Ports 2004 
Caribou Cabin Services, LLC 2007 
Circuits Plus, LLC 2007 
Code Plus Construction, Inc. 2001 
Empire Homes, LLC 2006 
Gerzinôs Wood Wizards 1994 
Granite Works 2003 
Hidden Springs, LLC 2007 
Ideal Homes of Barnum 2003 
Manion Truss & Components 2001 
RLK, Inc. 2002 
Superior Glass, Inc. 2006 
The Woman Today 1999 
Town & Country Builders 1990 
Veit Demolition Landfill Services 1999 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 1997 
Women in Construction 2006 
 
April Memberships up for Renewal: 
Adamski Builders 2004 
Advantage Systems Group 2004 
Arrowhead Supply, Inc. 1970 
Arrowhead Window & Door, Inc. 1991 
Brock White 1976 
Edgewater Resort & Waterpark 2007 
General Painting & Decorating 1986 
Gordy Johnson Construction 2006 
Holiday Station Stores, Inc. 2007 
Isak Hansen & Sons, Inc. 2006 
Lake Country Power 1998 
Lake Region Storage 2004 
LKO Contracting 1992 
Marvin Windows 1986 
Minnesota Energy Resources Corp 2004 
National Bank of Commerce 2001 
Normôs Dream Builders 2003 
Otis-Magie Insurance Agency, Inc. 1992 
Pickwick Restaurant 1998 
Riverside Flooring, Inc. 1992 
Scott Mills Woodworking & Construction 2006 
Terrazzo & Concrete Restoration, Inc. 1999 



Member-to-Member News! 
 Pictures from the Member Night Out at the Edgewater!  

Thanks to our speaker Doug Anderson 



$2000 EPAct Tax Credit for Builders 
Rewarding Builders for Energy Efficiency 

By Doug Anderson 

Minnesota Resource Conservation, Inc. 

(Synopsis of Member Night Out February 19, 2009) 
 

Background:  
The $2000 EPAct tax credit for builders who build energy efficient homes was part of 2005 Energy Policy Act.  

The tax credit provides a $2000 tax credit per home built to IRS guidelines and applies to homes started after 

August 5, 2005 and completed after January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2009 are eligible.  The tax credit 

must be applied to the tax year in which the home was completed. 

The credit is not a tax deduction but rather a credit that is applied to any tax liability you may have and any ex-

cess credit can be carried over, up to 20 years. 
 

Requirements: 
Any builder wishing to qualify a home for the tax credit must have the building independently verified by a 

HERS rater to ensure that it meets the IRS designated energy reduction target of Ó 50% of the 2006 IECC.  The 

verification process includes computer energy modeling and field testing of home during or after construction.  

The field test consists of a Blower Door test and verification of mechanical equipment, orientation etc.  The 

good news is that our MN energy code meets the Ó50% energy reduction if you use natural gas, propane or heat 

pumps to heat and cool home (Electric homes need more robust building envelope than code) 
 

Typical Building Specifications: 
To qualify for tax credit a home with Gas, Propane or Heat Pump as it primary heating source has to have: 

ÓR-19 in walls           Ó R-38 in attic (vaulted or flat) 

Window U-value of .33 or less, area of glass   Air tight construction as determined by blower door 

Basement wall and slab foundation 
 

To qualify for the tax credit a home with Electric as the primary heat source it will need to have: 

Ó R-25 in walls          Ó R-50 in attic 

Window U-Value of Ò.30, area of glass    HRV 

Very Air tight (Ò.25 cfm/sq.ft.@50pa)    ICFôs on basement and ÓR-10 under slab 
 

Retroactive Qualification: 
Any new home completed between January 1, 2006 and today that meets the building specs above can retroac-

tively for the tax credit.  To retroactively qualify it, all that is needed is a set of building plans to complete com-

puter modeling on the house and a site visit to conduct a blower door test.  If you have built a home through a 

utility program such as Triple E or Energy Wise, then all that is needed is the computer modeling.   To claim 

tax credit for homes built in 2006, 2007 you will need to file amended tax returns.  Consult your tax profes-

sional. 
 

Cost and Process: 
The cost varies so please contact Minnesota Resource Conservation, Inc. at 218-724-4994 or email Doug at 

danderson@mnresource.com 
 

Energy Star Certification:  
Minnesota Resource Conservation can also certify homes that you have built as Energy Star rated. 

Benefits of becoming Energy Star Certified: 

 National Brand Recognition     Access to free marketing materials 

 Listing on national database/website   Market differentiation 

mailto:danderson@mnresource.com


Member-to-Member News! 
 Pictures from the BAM 2009 State Convention!  

Bob Bell, Bellôs Remodeling, receiving the BAM Remodeler 

of the Year Award from Monte Mraz, BAM President. 

Somewhat clockwise from front: Keith Kylmala,  

Eric DeGonia, Sarah Johnston, Ray Moe,  

Terry & Crys Hammack, Paul Manning, Hank Mosier,  

Bob Bell, Curt & Mary Jo Slowinski, Cathy Manning. 



ARROWHEAD BUILDERS ASSOCIATION  
Committee Descriptions 

 

Marketing Committee: 
Works to increase ABAôs visibility.  Promotes ABAôs professional image using various media. 

Assists other committees and task forces in communicating their message. 

Considers using a public relations firm for creative assistance with various events. 

Conveys to the community all of the events, services, and programs the ABA provides. 

Publicizes member recognition. 
 

Membership Committee:  
Recruits new members and helps to retain current members. 

Develops membership drives and other methods to recruit new members. 

Conducts New Member Orientation sessions. 
 

Education/Scholarship Committee: 
Provides education and continuing education for ABA members, general public, and others in the 

building industry. 

Provides educational opportunities with Members Night Out task force. 

Reviews Scholarship applications and chooses recipients. 
 

Government Affairs Committee:  
Monitors local, state, and national government issues affecting the building industry. 

Provides a voice to government officials to communicate our issues. 
 

Special Events/Summer Picnic Committee: 
Responsible for coordinating and implementing task forces relating to special events. 

 

DuWayne Lenius Annual Golf Outing Committee: 
Planning of the annual golf outing including date, time, location, prizes, sponsors, etc. 

 

Homes on Parade Committee: 
Plans and promotes event, including setting guidelines for participation, fee structure, deadlines, 

ways to increase builder participation, and increasing traffic. 
 

Home Show Committee:   
Works closely with the production company and ensures a positive relationship. 

 

Annual Dinner Party Committee:   
Planning of the annual dinner party including date, time, location, entertainment, sponsors, etc. 

 

Remodelers Committee:   
Represents the remodeling industry in the local ABA through national RemodelorsÊ membership. 

This committee addresses issues that are important to the remodeling industry.  

 

If you are interested in joining any of the committees listed above or would like more information, please 

free to contact the ABA office by phone or email. 



Expanded Energy Tax Credit to Boost Demand for Renovation Jobs 
 

Beefed-up tax credits for energy-efficient home improvements in the new economic stimulus package 

are expected to help increase demand for green renovation projects this year and next. 

The Internal Revenue Code Section 25C for existing homes, which had expired at the end of 2007, was 

reinstated as part of the economic rescue package passed by the Bush Administration last fall. Installing 

energy-efficient windows, doors, roofing and insulation as well as furnaces, air conditioners and heat 

pumps all qualified for the credit. 
 

But remodelers found that the terms of the 25C credit ð equal to only 10% of the cost of each product 

and with a lifetime cap of $500 ð werenôt quite strong enough to get enough home owners off the 

fence and into a contract. Under the stimulus legislation signed by President Obama, the percent-

age of the cost and lifetime cap have been tripled to 30% and $1,500, respectively; the list of eligi-

ble improvements has been expanded and the deadline for installing them has been extended 

through the end of 2010. 
 

The newly expanded tax credit also is in alignment with industry research showing that remodeling and 

retrofitting the nationôs older homes will have a far more significant impact on reducing residential en-

ergy consumption than meeting even the most aggressive efficiency goals for new homes, according to 

Greg Miedema, CGR, CGB, CAPS, chairman of NAHB Remodelers. ñThese new tax credits are an-

other way that the home building industry can combat the potential effects of global climate change by 

encouraging home owners to make energy-efficient improvements to their homes,ò said Miedema. 
 

A 2008 California study showed that homes built before 1983 were responsible for 70% of the green-

house gas emissions related to single-family envelope energy consumption. The study also found that 

spending $10,000 to retrofit a 1960s home could save 8.5 tons of carbon at a cost of $588 to $1,176 per 

ton, depending on existing tax credits and incentives. By comparison, increasing the energy efficiency 

of a new home 35% over current state requirements would cost about $5,000 and would reduce emis-

sions by 1.1 tons at a cost of $4,545 per ton. 
 

The bottom line is that retrofitting existing homes with energy-efficient features is four to eight times 

more carbon- and cost-efficient than adding further energy-efficiency requirements to new housing, the 

study showed. 

Tax Credit How-to 
Details on qualifying improvements are expected to be available soon on the IRS Web site. 

Remodelers should  familiarize themselves with the model types and products that qualify for the tax 

credit so they can advise their customers. However, they do not need to give their clients the product 

sales receipts to verify the claim. Certification statements in the manufacturer's product information 

may suffice. 

Home owners can claim the 25C credit on Form 5695 when they prepare their income tax returns. 

They should also retain records that include: 

Name and address of the manufacturer 

Identification of the component 

Make, model or other appropriate identifiers 

Statement that the component meets the 25C standards 

Climate zones for which the criteria are satisfied 

Additional information for storm windows, if applicable 

A declaration that the certification statement is true 
 

For more information, e-mail Elizabeth Odina at NAHB, or call her at 800-368-5242 x8570. 

http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=685
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=683
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=686
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=433
http://www.irs.gov/
mailto:eodina@nahb.com




As an NAHB benefit, members have access to discounts and savings op-

portunities offered by many top companies. All programs, rates, and 

prices are subject to change without notice. 
  

When making contact, the companies below request that callers identify 

themselves as members of the National Association of Home Builders. 
 

For more information about NAHBôs Member Advantage, contact Tiffany 

Lindsley at 800-368-5242 x8273 or via e-mail at tlindsley@nahb.com. 

Omaha Steaks 
GM Exclusive 

Offer 

UPS 

 

Wyndham Hotel Group 

DellÊ Computer 

Corporation 

Bank of America 

Financial Services  FedEx 

Endless Vacation Rentals 

Williams Scotsman 

Paychex® Payroll 

Processing 

Office Depot 

Hertz Rental Cars 

Solveras Payment Systems 

Pitney Bowes 

Yellow Freight 

Roadway Express 

www.nahb.org/careers 

Continental Western Insurance 

The Builders Group (TBG) 

SuperAmerica SuperFleet 

Verizon Wireless  SmartSearch 

mailto:tlindsley@nahb.com
http://www.osincentives.com/promo/nahb
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=35284
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=35284
http://www.dell.com/content/topics/promo.aspx/assoc/nahb?c=us&cs=04&l=en&s=bsd
http://www.savewithups.com/nahb
http://www.savewithups.com/nahb
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=108111
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=108111
http://www.dell.com/NAHB
http://www.dell.com/NAHB
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1711&sectionID=147
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1711&sectionID=147#mastercard
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1711&sectionID=147#mastercard
http://www.1800members.com/new/NAHB
http://www.1800members.com/new/NAHB
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=108121
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=108121
http://www.willscot.com/products/mobile-offices.html
http://www.willscot.com/products/mobile-offices.html#williams
http://www.paychex.com/partnerspres/payroll/5685/index.html
http://www.paychex.com/partnerspres/payroll/5685/index.html#paychex
http://www.paychex.com/partnerspres/payroll/5685/index.html#paychex
http://www.officedepot.com/promo.do?file=/promo/pages/0302_hoa2.jsp
http://www.officedepot.com/promo.do?file=/promo/pages/0302_hoa2.jsp
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1714
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1714
http://www.solveras.com/nahb
http://www.solveras.com/nahb
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1715
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=1715
http://www.1800members.com/new/NAHB

